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Dear Friends, 


Hands of Per ſecutors have been bound, in divers Inſtances : Yet 
there remains thoſe by Segyeſirations and Suits for Treble Damages, 
1 $; wherein there does not yet open to 
Friends any Remedy, in the Legal Way, as one may call it. ; 
Whereupon Friends have ſometimes found it profitable, That Fuſtices, 
who are Courteous to Friends, or Neighbouring Gentry, may be acquainted 
thereof ; by whoſe Moderation and Interceſhon, ſometimes the Severity 
of Ad verſaries is abated, and the more moderate Way adhered to; where- 
by Friends, without the Extremity of the other Suffering, have Oppor- 
tunity to plead before Juſtices, their Cnſciencious Objections againſt that 
Antichriſtian Yoke of Hibes, and the Fopiſb Impoling thereof; that the 
lagiſtrares and Gentry, by Degrees, may ſee it is a Burthen Unduly laid 
upon Chriſtians, in this Goſpel-Day. 
There is yet another Severity, increaſing to Excommunication and In- 
priſonment, upen the Writ De Excommunicato Capiendo, wherein divers 
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1 is eſteemed by many, the Merciſu! Kindneſs of God, That the 


 £ Friends are at preſent under Proſecution, tending to Impriſonment for 
' Life: Which it would do well, if Friends (by Application, as before 


adviſed, to Moderate the Gentry) could gain to be Sropped. 

The ſaid Proſecution being in the Eccleſiaſtical CFurt, ſo called, the Firſt 
Notice a Friend generally has of it, is by a ſmall Writing, called a Cita- 
tion, requiring the Friend to appear at their Court; which divers Friends 
are not very Strict to obſerve, and ſo neglect to Appear at the Firſt Cita- 
tion, or perhaps at the Second, or Third, or ſome ot her Citation. : 

Any Friend ſo Negleting to Appear, does thereby gratifie their Il De- 


ſign; and thereupon they ſet him down, That he is in Contempt : And. if 


he remain in Contempt Forty Days, 'tis ordinary for them to ,pronounce 
him Excommunicate ; and to ſend out an 0-der, to the Pricſt of the Pariſh 
where he dwells, to Read a Paper againſt him, importing his Excommu— 
mnicatinn. 

Which to Prevent, *twere well if Friends were given up in their Own 
Perſon, to Attend their Citations, one after another; and alſo retain a 
Friendly Prof{or. And at the Firſt time of going, the Friend may intrear 
them, to let him know, p whoſe Aurbority they keep their Court, and 
have ſent for him thither £ ' 

And the Friend may, either at that time or another, aſk, What the 
have againſt him © Perhaps they will name Tj:hes, or what they call 
Chyurch-Rates : Then the Friend may aſk, If they have any LiBEL againſt 
bim ? If they ſay, Tes; then let him anſwer, That he docs, both by himſelf 


aud by his Provter, Demand a Copy of it. To which probably they will 


Reply, That he may have a Copy, if he will pay for it : To which he may 
anſwer, Thar he beheves be ought to have a Copy z, but he is not informed, 
Hat be ought to Pay for it. 

But ler him, or the Proctor, Demand Time to Adviſe upon the Libel, 
in order to Anſwer it: And in that Demand of Time, let him get Three, 
Four or Five Weeks, or as long as he can. Then ler him ſend up the 
Libel, or a true Copy of it, with an Account what he does eſteem to be 
their Pyetended Pemands. When Friends will endeavour to Adviſe what 
is beſt to be done; Wherher and How to Anſwer the ſaid Libe/ ? Or whe- 
ther to ſeck a Sr to their Proceedings, by a Probihiticn out of the Ten- 
fra] Courts © But Friends will do well to give timely Notice to London, to 
their Correſpondents, and Write frequently, How their Adverſaries go on. 

In caſe Friends here ſhall adviſe to put in an Aꝝſuer to the Libel, let 
the ſame be written on Stampt Paper, and given into Corr. If the Court 
{hall require an Oath or Afrmarion, let the Friend, or Council for him, 
infiſt, That ſuch A4xſier ought to be Accepted without Oath or Afirma- 
tion; for that the Defendant is adviſed, Thar that Court ought not Com- 
pel either to an Oarh or Afirmation in this Caſe, it not relating to Cauſes 
Matrimomal or Teſtamentary. If the Court render the Friend Contempt u- 
ous tor that Cauſe ; it is eſteemed a ſufficient Ground to take ir out of their 
Court, by a Probibition from ſome of the Courts of Weſiminſter-Hall, 
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